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Contrasting The Monsters are Due on Maple Street Text and Film Episode
What would you do if you realize that everything in your house stops working abruptly and there is no explanation? This is what happened in Maple Street at around 6.40 PM as everything stopped working immediately and in a strange manner that no resident could explain. Both text and episode 22 of the first season of The Twilight Zone dubbed The Monsters are Due on Maple Street. Despite the similarities, both texts and film also include some differences including scene descriptors and scenes. Unlike the text which uses long descriptors, the film’s descriptors are short and depicted in the visual actions of the characters and different scenes from the text.
First, unlike the text that uses long descriptors, the film uses short descriptions with most of the events depicted through visual actions. The description of the text, written in italics, is supposed to provide the audience with the introduction of events to the conflict in the story. Act I of the text begins with the stage directions and long descriptions, which provide insight into the surrounding in Maple Street. In the film, on the other hand, these descriptions are depicted by visual events and actions that take place. For example, as soon as the window panes shutters and everyone’s phone start to ring at the same time, they rush out to see what is happening and Steve asks whether the loud sound and shuttering was as a result of “an earthquake” (Episode, the Monsters are on Maple Street 3:05). All these are depicted through the scene.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secondly, the text provides different scenes from the film’s scenes, which create a different atmosphere. At the beginning of the text, the narrator provides a different atmosphere through the descriptions. The narrator describes the women gossiping, people talking across the house to house, and the houses having front porches (Sterling 142). Sterling writes that “the houses have front porches on which people sit and swing on gliders” (142). The atmosphere introduced at the beginning of the film episode is different. In the film, the audience is introduced to people in a group meeting before their phones start to act mysteriously and the windowpanes shuttering.
In conclusion, even though The Monsters are Due on Maple Street, both text and film depict the mysteries of Maple Street, they further use different techniques and approaches to depict the same themes. As discussed in the essay, the film uses short descriptions (mostly visual scenes) while the text uses long descriptions.

